
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 27 May 2008] 

 p3280b-3281a 
Hon Robyn McSweeney 

 [1] 

CHILD ABUSE CASE � DEPARTMENT FOR CHILD PROTECTION 
Statement 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [9.55 pm]: I have a newspaper clipping that disturbs me greatly. It 
reads � 

Magistrate blasts the Department for Child Protection as a boy is held in Rangeview Detention Centre 
for his own safety. 

This little fellow is 10 years old. The story appeared on the front page of the Albany Advertiser last week and 
states � 

A child who slid down the clothing chute of a Salvation Army building as a refuge from domestic 
violence has been held in custody at Rangeview Detention Centre for his own protection. 

The 10-year-old Narrogin boy, who cannot be named because of his age, appeared in Albany 
Magistrate�s Court on Tuesday after he was allegedly caught stealing money from his school. 

Police prosecutor Sergeant Ron Watkins told the court the child had stolen the money in the hope his 
parents would use it to buy food. 

Sgt Watkins showed the court photographs of the fridge and pantry in the family�s house, both of which 
were empty. 

He told the court the boy�s parents had seven children and another on the way. 

The youngest is six months of age. It continues � 
Magistrate Elizabeth Hamilton adjourned the matter to Wednesday morning to allow the Department 
for Child Protection and the boy�s parents to be involved in proceedings. The boy was remanded in 
custody at Rangeview, despite having no previous record, because Magistrate Hamilton was not 
convinced he had a responsible adult or a safe place to go home to. 

Her concerns were realised when the boy�s parents failed to appear in the Narrogin Court where they 
were to be video-linked to Albany. 

Police said they had attended a disturbance at the family home the previous night and had not been able 
to find the parents or children since. 

Despite their disappearance, proceedings went ahead and Magistrate Hamilton criticised the DCP for 
�sitting on their hands�. 
�Despite the very best efforts of the police, it seems the Department did not particularly want to get 
involved. I have real concerns for the safety and general wellbeing of the children . . .� she said. 
�We have a situation where we�re using Rangeview as a babysitting service because, in my opinion, he 
doesn�t have a safe place to go. 
�This is a child who, one night last week, slept in a Salvation Army building because he had gone down 
the clothing chute looking for somewhere warm and dry to sleep without the threat of domestic 
violence. I find that absolutely appalling.� 
Magistrate Hamilton also said the children frequently went to school without breakfast and no lunch, 
relying on the school�s Breakfast Club to feed them two mornings a week. She said the children were 
often seen outside Chicken Treat, rummaging through bins for food. 

This is where it gets really interesting � 

DCP representative � 

I will not name her, although I should � 

. . . said the Department had had contact with the family but did not intend to issue a protection order. 

The little fellow jumped down the chute, he was getting belted at home and he was not getting fed any breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, yet no protection order was issued. The article continues � 

�Although there are certain issues, the information we have is not sufficient to warrant an application 
for protection . . .  
�We are very keen to work with the police and happy to receive further information from them,� she 
said. 
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�It is our duty to do the maximum to try to keep families together before we apply for a protection 
order.� 
Magistrate Hamilton made a formal order for police to provide the DCP with more information. 
�The police have asked this court for a protection order out of sheer frustration, desperation and concern 
for the children,� she said. 
�I trust the Department will take all the steps necessary to make sure he is protected.� 
The matter is due back in court on Friday . . .  

I hope that the minister takes note of that, rings up the Narrogin Department for Child Protection and asks that 
particular worker what she thinks is needed. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Honourable member, will you take an interjection? I have followed that up, and the 
circumstances are not as they were described in the newspaper report, but I am happy to give a response to you 
separately. I followed that up as soon as I saw it. 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: I thank the minister. I certainly hope it is not as bad as has been reported in the 
newspaper. I also did a little checking before I spoke, and I think family support is greatly needed, if not a care 
and protection order. Family support � 
Hon Sue Ellery: Intensive. 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Intensive family support is always the best course of action. I also have a query 
about the six-month-old baby, so I will be very happy if the minister would take that up for me. 

House adjourned at 10.00 pm 
__________ 

 


